Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

The Epiphany of the Lord (Mass during the Day)

2 January 2022

readings

Next Week
Is 40: 1-5, 9-11
Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-30
Titus 2: 11-14, 3: 4-7
Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22

in a nutshell

They offered him gifts. For some
Christians the feast of Epiphany is the
day on which gifts are exchanged. As
we observe the wise men opening
their treasures in today’s Gospel and
offering gifts to Jesus, we can ask:
what precious gifts can we offer to
Jesus today? We may not have gold,
frankincense and myrrh but we have
our love, our fidelity, our time. We
can give these to Jesus by giving
them to those in need.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially,
Maureen O’Kane, Kaye Law, Fay
Grant, Bernie Reed.

For those who have died recently,
and those whose anniversary occur
at this time.

of special note
We have a new website going

online in January!

More information inside

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and

dominion.

Psalm Response

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)

In his days justice shall flourish

and peace till the moon fails.

He shall rule from sea to sea,

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.

The kings of Sheba and Seba

shall bring him gifts.

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him. (R.)

For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak

and save the lives of the poor. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

We have seen his star in the East,
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.
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Child Safety is everyone’s responsi-
bility. Our Parish is committed to
the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people
in our community.

Do you need a Helping Hand?

Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s Confer-
ence 0427 874 374 or John Bird 0407 848 192

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Parish Notices

Godstart Volunteers Wanted

Many parents bring their children to St. Mary's for Baptism but lose
ongoing connection with the Church. Godstart is a program which
seeks to bridge that gap by sending birthday cards every year (up to
5yrs) to those baptised at our Parish. We are putting together a team
of volunteers who will meet once a month to write and post these
birthday cards. If you are interested in joining us, please contact
Rachael O'Shea on 0437122802.

Adoration of the Eucharist

The Word again becomes flesh and dwells among us, veiled under the
Species of the Sacred Host, where the same Jesus born two thousand
years ago as a little babe in Bethlehem is truly, really, bodily and
personally present to us in this Most Blessed Sacrament. (St. Teresa
of Calcutta)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Friday
mornings 8:00am. Yarra Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm except
first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“..They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.” (MATTHEW 2:11)

What gifts do you give to the Lord? Pope St. Gregory said that these
three gifts represent what we should give God every day. Gold — we
should reflect Christ’s wisdom in all our relationships. Frankincense —
represents our daily prayer and adoration to God. Myrrh —is a symbol
of our daily sacrifices that we unite with Jesus for the sake of others.

Stewardship Envelopes—Support your Parish!

As you would understand both the stewardship and presbytery
donations suffered during the last two years causing a significant
decrease in income for both the church and the presbytery. The Parish
appreciates the ongoing support by those parishioners who are
formally engaged in the Stewardship Program either using the
envelopes or via direct debit. It’s not too late to decide to become a
regular contributor to the finances of the Parish. Please notify the
office if you would like to be part of the Stewardship.

A reminder that the Thanksgiving Offering side of the envelope
contributes to the running of the parish: paying utilities, purchasing
mass requisites, the secretarial wages etc. The Presbytery Envelope
plus any lose cash goes towards the support of the Parish Priest with a
percentage going to the Archdiocese and Priest’s Remuneration Fund.

Vinnies News

Saint Vincent de Paul Piety Stall is now selling the 2022 Columban Art
Calendar which includes beautiful artwork, liturgical information and
feast days at $10.00 each.
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New Website Address

On 9 January 2022 our new website will go live. Check out
our new site:

http://pol.org.au/mountevelyn/Home.aspx

Covid Safe Environment

It is expected that Covid regulations are followed by each
person therefore make sure you are signed in (preferably
using QR code), sanitize, maintain socially distancing, and
follow Covid guidelines as directed by the CHO.

Harvest Journeys Catholic Road Trips 2022

Faith, Fun, Fellowship on Pilgrimage

Introducing an inspirational series of local Catholic
Pilgrimage Journeys in Australia and New Zealand as we
take to the road and celebrate the beauty of the places,
faces and graces that make up our wonderful backyard.
Choose from a selection of iconic touring experiences as
we combine faith, fun and fellowship together, while
celebrating memorable daily masses with our fellow
Catholic communities encountered along the way. https://
www.harvestjourneys.com/catholic-roadtrips/

Something to make you Smile!

Two nuns are doing their grocery shopping. As they pass
the cooler full of beer, one nun says longingly to the other
one, "A cold beer would go down great tonight!" "Indeed,"
the other nun replies, "but how can we show up with beer
at the check-out counter?" "Don't worry, | have a plan,"
the other nun answers. "Grab a six-pack." The cashier is
surprised when he sees the beer, but the one nun is ready
with an explanation. "We use the beer to wash our hair"
she says. "At the convent, we call it 'Catholic shampoo."
Without hesitation the cashier bends down, grabs a
package of pretzels, and throws it in one of the nuns'
groceries bags, saying "The curlers are on the house."

Readings Reflection

A King to Behold

An “epiphany” is an appearance. In today’s readings,
with their rising stars, splendorous lights, and mysteries
revealed, the face of the child born on Christmas day
appears.

Herod, in today’s Gospel, asks the chief priests and
scribes where the Messiah is to be born. The answer
Matthew puts on their lips says much more, combining
two strands of Old Testament promise—one revealing
the Messiah to be from the line of David (see 2 Samuel

2:5), the other predicting “a ruler of Israel” who will
“shepherd his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to

the ends of the earth” (see Micah 5:1-3).

Those promises of Israel’s king ruling the nations
resound also in today’s Psalm. The psalm celebrates
David’s son, Solomon. His kingdom, we sing, will stretch
“to the ends of the earth,” and the world’s kings will pay
him homage. That’s the scene too in today’s First
Reading, as nations stream from the East, bearing “gold
and frankincense” for Israel’s king.

The Magi’s pilgrimage in today’s Gospel marks the
fulfillment of God’s promises. The Magi, probably
Persian astrologers, are following the star that Balaam
predicted would rise along with the ruler’s staff over the
house of Jacob (see Numbers 24:17).

Laden with gold and spices, their journey evokes those
made to Solomon by the Queen of Sheba and the “kings
of the earth” (see 1 Kings 10:2, 25; 2 Chronicles 9:24).
Interestingly, the only other places where frankincense
and myrrh are mentioned together are in songs about
Solomon (see Song of Songs 3:6; 4:6, 14).

One greater than Solomon is here (see Luke 11:31). He
has come to reveal that all peoples are “coheirs” of the
royal family of Israel, as today’s Epistle teaches.

His manifestation forces us to choose: will we follow the
signs that lead to Him as the wise Magi did? Or will we
be like those priests and scribes who let God’s words of
promise become dead letters on an ancient page?

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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The Epiphany or the “Manifestation” of the Lord

Today we are celebrating the Solemnity of the Epiphany, the “Manifestation” of the Lord. The Gospel tells
how Jesus came into the world with deep humility and hiddenness. St Matthew, however, mentions the
episode of the Wise Men who arrive from the East, guided by a star, to worship the newborn King of the
Jews. Every time we hear this account, we are struck by the stark contrast between the attitude of the Magi,
on the one hand, and that of Herod and the Jews on the other. In fact, the Gospel says that on hearing the
words of the Magi “Herod the king ... was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Mt 2:3). There are various
ways in which this reaction can be understood: Herod is alarmed because he sees in the one the Magi were
seeking a rival to himself and his children. On the other hand, the elders and inhabitants of Jerusalem seem
amazed, rather than anything else, as though they had been woken from a certain lethargy and needed to
think. Isaiah had, in reality, foretold: “To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be
upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6).

So why should Jerusalem have been worried? It seems that the Evangelist almost desired to anticipate what
was later to be the attitude of the high priests and the Sanhedrin, as well as of the people, toward Jesus
during his public life. Certainly, it becomes clear that knowledge of the Scriptures and of the messianic
prophecies does not lead everyone to open themselves to him and to his words. It comes to mind that Jesus
with his Passion approaching wept over Jerusalem because it had not recognized the time of its visitation (cf.
Lk 19:44). Here we touch on one of the crucial points of historical theology: the drama of the faithful love of
God in the person of Jesus, who “came to his own, yet his own did not accept him” (Jn 1:11). In the light of
the whole Bible this attitude of hostility, or ambiguity, or superficiality represents that of every person and
of the “world” in the spiritual sense when closed to the mystery of the true God, who comes to meet us in
the disarming docility of love. Jesus, the “King of the Jews” (cf. Jn 18:37), is the God of mercy and fidelity. He
desires to reign in love and in truth and asks us to convert, to abandon wicked deeds and to set out with
determination on the path of good.

Hence in this sense “Jerusalem” is all of us! May the Virgin Mary, who welcomed Jesus with faith, help us not
to close our hearts to his Gospel of salvation. Rather, let us allow ourselves to be conquered and
transformed by him, the “Emmanuel”, God who came to dwell among us to offer us the gift of his peace and
his love.

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus, 6 January 2009



